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Good evening (Oo-nu-sak-kut)

First of all, thank you to the students of the Nunavut School for that lovely start to tonight’s premiere. Their talent, energy and passion for Inuit music and culture is a reminder of the vital importance of cultural continuity to strengthen the fabric of communities and who we are as a nation.  That is the back story of tonight’s world premiere of Unikkausivut: Sharing Our Stories.
Two years ago, the National Film Board of Canada embarked on a journey, with the Inuit Relations Secretariat of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada and Inuit partners, to create a unique cultural legacy for the North, for Canada and for the world. 
Over the life of its history, some seventy-two years now, the NFB has worked with Inuit communities to tell their stories. The result is the most important collection in the world of audio-visual works for, by and about the Inuit. 
It’s been a labour of love for the NFB and to which I personally have been passionately committed.  I joined the NFB as the director of English programme and soon after made the first of many trips to the north.  Over the course of my work at the NFB, I’ve traveled across the Arctic to meet with elders and young people, educators and families, to better understand the challenges facing the Arctic, and the opportunities of what we can do, together, to meet those challenges. As Government Film Commissioner I brought Trustees to its first ever Board meeting in Nunavut and Nunavik.   It was their visit to the North; they were moved, engaged and are now passionate, lifetime advocates for the North.     We are now working on an ongoing basis with Northern partners such as IBC, the Nunavut Film Development Corporation and others to do animation and documentary projects.  Just last month we launched a brand-new project; intense, professional training project to develop the capabilities and talent for creative interactive works for the digital era. 

Tonight we are launching one of the most important efforts we have ever done to celebrate Inuit talent and stories.    
Unikkausivut: Sharing Our Stories is both a DVD boxed set and new online channel that will help to preserve the language and history of Inuit. It brings the Inuit tradition of passing on knowledge and culture through story-telling into the 21st century, using digital technology to create a lasting legacy for future generations. 
On DVD, Unikkausivut features 24 new or classic films in two volumes. Online, starting today, people have access to more than 40 films at <nfb.ca > and ONF.ca with more titles being added constantly. Critically, all these works will be available in Inuktitut, along with English and French.  They will also be available through the NFB app on the iphone, ipad, Android and Playbook platforms as well as on LG’s Smart TV.
Starting next week, Unikkausivut will be launched in communities in every region of the Arctic. DVDs will be distributed free to over 53 communities – through the libraries, the municipal offices and schools – ensuring that as many Inuit households as possible have access to this vital cultural resource. 
Thanks to our partnership with the Government of Nunavut, Department of Education, our classic Netsilik and Tukut series are being incorporated into school curricula. We’re also working with Taqramiut Nipingat to broadcast 7 hours of NFB programming per week in Inuktitut – films from Unikkausivut as well as animation – on Nunavik community television, from now until August of next year. 
For all the hard work that has gone into Unikkausivut, this is just the beginning. There are over 100 films in the NFB’s Inuit collection, with new titles added every year, and it is our goal that by 2014, all 100+ films will be versions in all three languages, digitized and restored, and available across all platforms to make Unikkausivut a truly comprehensive resource. 
This was a truly collaborative effort, and I need take a moment to express my deepest appreciation to our partners for making this all possible: 
Unikkausivut was created in collaboration with the Inuit Relations Secretariat of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada and the Government of Nunavut, Department of Education. We are honoured to have Premier Eva Aariak here this evening – the Government of Nunavut has been such a visionary partner in Unikkausivut. And the team at Inuit Relations Secretariat headed by Christopher Duschenes, whose support throughout this process has been vital.
I also want to say a few words about Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami. At Canada’s public producer, we’re honoured to be here in Ottawa, helping to celebrate 40th anniversary of ITK, here with president Mary Simon, who recently received the Governor General’s Northern Medal for her dedication to the North and its people, as she has been a great supporter of this project. The theme for this year’s conference, “from Eskimo to Inuit 40 years,” expresses the profound role that ITK has played in forging a sense of  nationhood and shared values in Nunatsiavut, Nunavik, Nunavut, and Inuvialuit.
I don’t believe we would have gotten to this premiere today without the ITK’s gracious assistance, and I thank them. 
I want to acknowledge and thank Michael Wernick, Deputy Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, here with us today, for helping to make this project a reality. 
We were also so blessed to have the wisdom of our advisors behind us on this project: especially Martha Flaherty, who has played such a huge role in guiding us. Also Peter Irniq, one of the founders of Nunavut; and Zebedee Nungak, director of the Inuktitut Language Department at Avataq Cultural Institute. 
And our advisory committee has ensured that Unikkausivut reflects the needs of Inuit people, as part of a true creative collaboration, bringing together representatives from Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, Inuvialuit Regional Corporation, the Nunatsiavut Government’s Torngasok Cultural Centre, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated, Makivik Corporation, the Avataq Cultural Institute, and Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada,. 
Today, with the Arctic on the frontline of climate change, with resource development posing new challenges, with digital technology changing the way we all interrelate, Inuit are developing their locally-based initiatives to strengthen Inuit culture and develop communities. 
The NFB is committed to this effort – as we are to full accessibility for NFB works, in every part of Canada, on every platform. This landmark project was undertaken by a team of dedicated people at Canada’s public producer, headed by our Assistant-Commissioner Claude Joli-Coeur.
Unikkausivut is a landmark effort to preserve and strengthen Inuit culture and language, at a critical time. But it’s also part of a much broader picture.  We are committed to sustainable media development across the Arctic for the long term.  We are committed to working with Inuit creators and innovators.  We are committed to continuing the partnerships with northern organizations and communities and to developing new ones.   All this is possible thanks to the vision, creativity and support of many people in this room.  Thank you.

